
 

 

3rd April 2020 

 

Dear Parents and Carers,                                                               

 

I just wanted to write as we are now on the official last day of term. We switch into 'holiday' at the 
end of today, although of course it will be a rather different experience to usual. We will not be 
setting formal work for children in terms of lesson work over the holidays but Mr Gosden will be 
sending out some ideas and challenges that children and families might want to take part in to keep 
interested and active at this strange time. 

I have asked teachers to step back and try to rest and spend time with their families, but we are 
still here if you need us - I will check my email regularly and can be contacted on 
VWhitcombe@castlemanor.org.uk 

Mental health and wellbeing for all of us at this time is something we need to be mindful of, and 
this experience will evoke different emotional responses. We have been checking in with children 
and offering advice and support and will of course continue to do this. The department for 
education has also produced some guidance you may find useful.  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-on-supporting-children-and-
young-peoples-mental-health-and-wellbeing/guidance-for-parents-and-carers-on-supporting-
children-and-young-peoples-mental-health-and-wellbeing-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak 

and an easy read version 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/fi
le/876989/Easy_read_looking_after_your_feelings_and_body.pdf 

It feels like we have settled a little into a new routine, and we are really keen for your feedback of 
how things have been working for you all at home. Please would you take a short time to fill in this 
survey form to help us to shape things as we move forward. None of us have experienced this 
before, and I really hope by working together we can get things right.  

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=flzQy2QFTEapyFTpF1Os7nax5XTr9q5Ig89osq
e2R3hUM09QQTBOU0lLMjc0R004Q0VBNDFHVk1IMS4u 

We have been working within our Trust, Unity Schools Partnership to provide vouchers for Free 
School Meals students. This will be transferring to a government school after Easter but will be still 
received by email. If anyone has any queries about this please contact Mr Gosden on 
JGosden@castlemanor.org.uk 

Please note that we will never ask for bank details and nor will anyone involved in the school ask 
for this. There have been cases of fraud around reported around schools in the current climate so I 
wanted to raise this with you. 

Thank you as always for the support you are giving our community in these really unprecedented 
times. I hope that you and your families remain well, and stay safe. Please continued to do as you 
have done and keep children inside. 

Wishing you all a good rest over the next couple of weeks where you can. 

Best wishes 

Mrs Whitcombe 

Headteacher 

 



 

 

 

 

 


