
 

 

 

 

 

Dear Parents and Carers,                                                  16th October 2019 

I am just adding an additional letter to my usual fortnightly letter, as we head to 

half term. Thank you all for your support with ensuring that your children are in 

school, working hard and being kind living our values. 

We are looking forward to Open Evening on Thursday at 5.45pm. Many students are 

volunteering to help us that evening, which show just how proud they are of their 

school. A reminder that school finishes early at 2.20pm to allow staff to prepare 

for the evening. If anyone needs their child to stay at school after 2.20pm please 

email my PA Mrs Mitchell on GMitchell@castlemanor.org.uk so that we know and 

can supervise them. 

We enjoyed a parental workshop yesterday talking about teenage sleep and led by 

our fantastic ex school nurse Annie O'Neill. We work closely with her and her 

colleague Sue Miller to provide wellbeing services for students, staff and extending 

this to the support of parents too. Parenting a teenager is not an easy job we 

know, and we are keen to work with you, so please do contact Mrs Horne if you 

can think of any other workshop themes that you would welcome. 

We marked World Mental Health day last week by wearing yellow and bringing 

attention to the need to talk and share. We offer regular tea and talk sessions as 

well as an extensive range of wellbeing activities and support sessions from our 

staff team. We were also delighted to receive the School Mental Health Award 

accreditation, from the Carnegie Centre of Excellence for Mental Health. We were 

the 100th school nationwide to be accredited and are delighted that the work that 

the team, led by Mrs Horne, has been recognised.  

We are introducing work experience opportunities in to the school for the first 

time in many years. Year 9 will be carrying out a 'work shadowing' day in February 

and Year 10 will be going on a work experience placement in June. If any parents 

have any contacts that they think might be able to offer work experience 

placements please contact Mr Course on DCourse@castlemanor.org.uk 

Wishing you and your children a good half term, and we look forward to seeing 

students back with us on Monday 28th October. 

 

Vanessa Whitcombe 
Headteacher 
 

 


