
 

 

 

 

Dear Parents and Carers,                                                 28th May 2021 

We have reached another half term. I am sitting writing this in my office in the 

early morning reflecting on the half term and the huge amount that has happened 

and been achieved. 

We will be saying farewell today to Year 11, and I wanted to say thank you to Year 

11 Parents for all of the support you have given them in such a strange year. Not 

having to sit GCSE exams may have sounded the easy option for them but they 

have still had many assessments and lots of hard work to deal with, in amongst 

significant uncertainty.  

Year 7-10 start formal assessments after half term. The timetables have been 

shared with students and by email and are on the website in the letters section on 

the front page. This will allow us to assess where children are currently and make 

sure we are planning well for September. It also allows students to get used to 

doing formal assessments so that when they sit GCSE exams it is something they 

are used to. 

Please can I encourage you all to keep doing lateral flow tests - students have 

enough kits to continue testing over half term and Year 11 have enough for 3 

weeks. We have a large supply of test kits and can continue to issue for Year 11 

until the end of term. If you would like to arrange this please email Mrs Byrne on 

RByrne@castlemanor.org.uk and we will arrange for kits to be left in reception for 

your child to pick up.  

Over the holidays we remain responsible for track and trace. If your child tests 

positive any time over the holidays please email covidtestreport@unitysp.co.uk so 

that we can carry out our tracking duties.  

Finally are you interested in becoming a teacher? If you are please do have a look 

at the flyer sent out with this letter, it is an amazing, challenging adventure, I can 

thoroughly recommend it! 

I hope that you have a lovely, sunny Bank Holiday weekend and that your children 

have a well deserved week off. We look forward to seeing them for the final half 

of the summer term. 

With my best wishes, 

 

Vanessa Whitcombe 
Headteacher 
 

 


