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This issue offers an overview of Remote Learning with a focus on preparing to live teach and some tips that you might find 

helpful. I’ll start by clarifying the terminology around Remote Learning. There are different versions out there, but for our 

purposes, I am using these definitions as used by Ofsted: 

Remote education: a broad term encompassing any learning that happens outside of the classroom, with the teacher not 

present in the same location as the pupils. 

Digital remote education: often known as online learning, this is remote learning delivered through digital technologies. 

Blended learning: a mix of face-to-face and remote methods. An example would be the ‘flipped classroom’, where the main 

input happens remotely (for example through video), while practice and tutoring happen in class. 

Synchronous education: this is live; asynchronous education is when the material is prepared by the teacher and accessed by 

the pupil at a later date. 

 

Doug Lemov, speaking about the role of teachers in this new online era, settled on the following as a summary of 

the average teacher’s opinion: “This is scary, and I miss the world as it used to be – me, my classroom, my students. 

But this is reality. The kids need me to be good at this, so I’ve got to give it my best.” 

Doug Lemov: ‘Teaching in the Online Classroom.’ 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Live Learning: some advantages and disadvantages 

 Pros Cons 

Synchronous 

Synchronous learning 

happens in real time.  

Curriculum alignment 

can be easier. 

Active engagement. 

Immediacy. 

Interaction/access to 

support and instruction. 

Teacher has more 

control over the learning 

environment 

Fixed times/schedule. 

Can ‘hold back’ 

independent learners. 

Can be hard to include 

interaction and 

flexibility. 

Tech issues/access can 

disrupt learning. 

Screen fatigue. 

Asynchronous 

Asynchronous learning 

happens when material 

is prepared by the 

teacher and accessed at 

a later date. 

Flexibility of recorded 

sessions. 

Learner sets the pace – 

may suit independent 

learners. 

Recorded lessons 

produced externally 

allow access to quality 

lessons taught by subject 

teachers. 

Less collaborative – 

can be isolating. 

Requires ‘drive’ – risk 

of apathy in the 

absence of a teacher. 

Check pre-recorded 

lessons – do they 

properly reflect your 

curriculum etc? 

Screen fatigue. 

EEF Learning Sequence: the key elements of effective teaching still 

apply: 

• Activate: prompt pupils to think about what they have learnt 

previously. 

• Explain: explicitly teach strategies to pupils and help them decide 

when to use them. 

• Practise: pupils practise strategies and skills repeatedly to 

develop independence. 

• Reflect: pupils reflect on what they have learnt after they have 

completed a piece of work. 

• Review: revisit previous learning after a gap. 

Likewise, the strategies that contribute to expert teaching still apply  

 

 

 

 

‘Best Practice in remote Teaching’ – 

Elizabeth Bowling 

https://awildsurmise.medium.com/bes

t-practice-in-remote-teaching-

cf5e700ac4 

 For full report see: ‘What’s working 

well in Remote Education’ – Ofsted, 

11 January 2021 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publ

ications/whats-working-well-in-

remote-education/whats-working-

well-in-remote-education 
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The basics of lesson planning and delivery are not much different whether online or in person, but where there are 

differences they can seem huge. Not least is ratio – how do we ensure that students are thinking hard and 

participating when we can’t even see them? Doug Lemov’s new book ‘Teaching in the Online Classroom’ – recognises 

the challenge of passivity online. Lemov, calls the notion of keeping students active and engaged remotely, the 

‘Means of Participation.’ What follows is a summary of how some of the TLAC staples, such as ‘Cold Call’, can be 

adapted for the online classroom: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Microsoft Forms: 

• Perfect for checking understanding & low stakes quizzing 

• Use at key points in lessons to provide live data on what students know – use to praise success, address 

misconceptions and reteach if necessary.  

• MS Forms can be set up within the class Teams channel (the Link can be copied into the Chat) 

• If you type @Forms in to the Chat, you can set a poll to further check students’ understanding. 

Chat: Whole Class speed questions/Whole Class Wait Questions: 

• Whilst the Teams Chat function is a great participation tool, it can get quite chaotic – so set clear protocols for 

its use. 

• Try using with closed questions, so you can scan responses quickly and act accordingly i.e. ‘Who says that 

workers like Eva Smith are just ‘cheap labour’? – you should see 20+ answers of: Mr Birling.  

• Wait Questions are a more refined way of using the Chat … tell students to type their answer in to the box, but 

NOT to press enter until you say – this keeps the Chat much easier to manage and prevents copying.  

Cold Call (Chat and Verbal): 

• Pick a student to answer a question – much as you would do in the classroom – ‘Unmute and Contribute.’ Of 

course, this only works if students have access to microphones and a quiet workspace.  

• Try Cold Call using the Chat – get all students thinking about a question, then chooses a named few to share 

their answer. The range of answers that you may get, can then be delved in to further. This approach may be a 

confidence-booster for those students who are not comfortable sharing verbally. 

 

 

 

For further information on some of the benefits that OneNote can offer see: 

https://codexterous.home.blog/2021/01/04/how-i-use-onenote-for-english-a-

quick-overview/amp/?__twitter_impression=true 
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